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SPLICE and DEREK HANDLEY call for ACTIVE CITIZENS 
World-leading social leadership course comes to Auckland 
 
A world-leading Active Citizens social leadership course inspiring more than 7,850 
community-based social enterprise projects around the world is coming to Auckland this 
month. 
 
Auckland community development organisation Splice and entrepreneur Derek Handley are 
calling on people of all ages and backgrounds to enrol in one of the two weekend courses, 
launching 23 and 30 March at the Ellen Melville Centre in the central city. 
 
Created by the British Council and offered across 55 countries, the Auckland course will be 
run by Splice at the Ellen Melville Centre in the central city and led by a diverse group of 
facilitators,* including Kiwi movie star Wayne Hapi, and international Middle East facilitator 
Eva-Maria Ghannam.  
 
Derek Handley is is sponsoring 21 applicants to complete the social leadership programme 
through Aera Foundation, the charitable trust he set up in New Zealand to tackle social 
issues. He learned the course was coming to Auckland while looking into models that get 
more young people into leadership roles, and today put his hand up to sponsor a number of 
candidates.  
 
This follows a new study** commissioned by Aera which shows that only 3% of of people 
living in New Zealand’s biggest city feel like they have very strong connections with their 
community, and 67% wish those connections were stronger. This desire is especially high 
among young people aged 18-24 (79%).  
 
Just under two thirds (65.3%) of the 500 people responding to the survey last October say 
they feel that people don’t do enough for their communities. Yet just over half (51%) say they 
make an effort to contribute to society to feel part of something bigger than themselves or 
their family.  
 
Further, half of Aucklanders believe they could be living a fuller life (48%), with 68% 18-24 
year olds who agree with this.  
 



The Active Citizens course objective is to empower people to make a positive contribution to 
their local community by giving them the skills and personal confidence to build initiatives 
based on social enterprise or community development models.  
 
According to Active Citizens NZ programme manager Gareth Farry, Splice is bringing the 
course to Auckland because it embodies the key leadership competencies -  intercultural 
dialogue and social responsibility -  needed to help the city’s burgeoning communities 
address their growth and wellbeing challenges. 
 
“I come across people, especially youth, who want to change the world for the better or get 
their voices heard, but don’t know how. The Active Citizens programme gives participants 
the inspiration and the skills to start a new social project in their community, so they can 
build a better life for themselves and those around them.” 
 
Handley has been on a mission to recruit more NZ young people into leadership roles, and 
says programmes like Active Citizen open up networks and give participants the skills they 
need to get started. He says they also play a large part in fulfilling the desire we have for 
more meaning and contribution to society.  

“Our country’s largest city is growing exponentially, and it can be challenging for city 
residents, whether they come from other parts of New Zealand, from overseas, or have been 
away from the city for a long time, to figure out how to get actively involved, start something 
new that’s sustainable, and make a meaningful contribution to their communities,” says 
Handley. 

“Auckland is made up of 21 wards, each made up of their own diverse, micro-communities, 
and it would be fantastic to get as many of people from across the city to take part.”  
 
Director of the British Council New Zealand, Ingrid Leary says course graduates also benefit 
from access to a network of 200,000-plus global “Active Citizens” who have inspiring stories, 
experience and social enterprise projects that can be shared with the group: “Participants in 
overseas-run courses have found the experience to be often life-changing.” 
 
Course dates and how to apply 
The first two pilot courses start March 23rd and March 30th, and run over 3 days (1 full day 
and two half days). Each course will have a maximum of 35 participants.  
 
Aera sponsorship 
The costs for 21 participants will be sponsored by Aera and can attend either of the two 
courses. To apply for this sponsorship, please review the course materials online and email 
Gareth Farry by 10 March to let him know why you want to take the course. Applicants will 
be notified by 15 March if their course fee will be sponsored by Aera. The course materials 
and Gareth’s email can be found at http://www.splice.org.nz/active-citizens. 
 
Costs for other applicants 
The non-sponsored positions are partially subsided by Splice’s partners, including Methodist 
Mission Northern, DIA and the Ministry of Youth Development, making attendance very 
affordable at only $100, which will help cover the costs of future participants facing hardship 
who would otherwise not be able to attend. Register your interest at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/o/splice-12848522456 
 
 
ENDS 
 



 
 
* The Active Citizens New Zealand course facilitators include:  

● Wayne Hapi – ex-gang member with lived experience of homelessness, and now 
movie star from The Dark Horse, Waru and recent release Broken; 

● Sivendra Michael – Fijian COP23 delegate, former United Nations worker and 
Auckland University PhD student;  

● Eva Maria Ghannam – Lebanese tri-lingual social leadership expert, with training in 
conflict resolution and intercultural relations between Christian and Muslim 
communities in the Middle East;  

● Frank Xing – Director of the New Zealand Chinese Youth Federation. 
● Gareth Farry – City centre entrepreneur, owner of Sugarlicks Records, and past NZ 

Arts manager for the British Council; and 
● Madison O’Dwyer – youth women’s rights advocate and poet who has just released 

her first poetry collection on Anahera Press.  
 
About Active Citizens 
Active Citizens is a social leadership training programme that empowers participants with 
the skills and knowledge needed to affect social change in their communities. Since the 
launch of Active Citizens in 2009, the programme has been delivered in 55 countries 
worldwide with 693 partner organisations. Through these partners, the programme has 
trained over 6000 facilitators and more than 200,000 Active Citizens who have designed and 
implemented 7854 social action projects. In New Zealand, see: 
http://www.splice.org.nz/active-citizens/ 
 
About Splice 
The SPLICE initiative invites individuals, groups, organisations and networks from across 
Auckland City Centre to engage in an adventure: to unravel who we each are, and to 
develop relationships and actions that create authentic community and social justice. We 
practice radical hospitality and inclusiveness as a core function. 
www.splice.org.nz 
 
About Aera and Derek Handley 
Derek Handley is a futurist and entrepreneur who is passionate about shaping a better New 
Zealand. Through Aera Foundation (aera.nz), he invests in companies and causes 
addressing social issues in imaginative ways. Before this, he co-founded The B Team with 
Sir Richard Branson, a non-profit comprised of global leaders advancing better ways of 
doing business for people and planet. Derek is also the founding General Partner of Aera 
VC, backing early-stage social-start-ups; an Adjunct Professor at AUT; a Sir Peter Blake 
Leader, and was a formative member of the Air New Zealand Sustainability Advisory Panel 
and New Zealand EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year. 
 
** Aera Community and Purpose 2017 Survey Highlights 

● Happiness is considered to be the most important thing in life for 75% of 
Aucklanders – especially those aged 35 or younger, whereas Aucklanders aged 
55+ are more likely to believe there’s more important things in life than being 
happy	

● 67% wish they had stronger connections with their local community, with only 3% 
who feel they have a strong connection. This desire is especially high among 
young people aged 18-24 (79%). 	

● Close to a third don’t believe what they’re doing in having an impact, are unsure 
what their purpose in life is, or mention they often feel unhappy or unfulfilled, 
especially those aged 18-24 with close to half who mention these traits.	



● Half of Aucklanders believe they could be living a fuller life (48%), with 68% 18-24 
year olds who agree with this.	

● Just under two thirds (65.3%) say they feel that people don’t do enough for their 
communities. Yet just over half (51%) say they make an effort to contribute to 
society to feel part of something bigger than themselves or their family. 	

● The majority of Aucklanders believe they are responsible for achieving their own 
goals rather than relying on others, and most would find a tool that helps them set 
goals valuable – one in five felt this would be extremely valuable for them. 
	

Details	of	who	was	surveyed:	
○ 500	members	from	Pureprofile’s	panel	of	people	who	live	in	Auckland	

responded	to	the	survey	between	22	September	and	3	October	2017.	
○ The	sample	was	representative	by	age	and	gender	to	provide	a	

representative	sample	of	the	18+	population	in	Auckland	City	at	the	2013	
census	of	the	New	Zealand	population.	

○ The	survey	has	a	maximum	margin	of	error,	at	a	95%	confidence	level,	of	
±4.5%	overall.	

 


